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Etymology of the 
word Anthropocene
• The word is descended from the Greek -
Anthropos meaning human and cene, 
which originated from the Greek word 
kainos meaning recent or new ….so the 
Anthropocene  is the new epoch of 
humans 
Eugene Stoermer
Paul Crutzen


Retrieved from Guardian newspaper 30th May 2019

From a January 2015 Science article, “Planetary Boundaries” by 18 
international experts led by Will Steffen. Researchers find 4 of 9 
planetary boundaries have been crossed: climate change, loss of 
biosphere integrity, land-system change, altered biogeochemical cycles 
(phosphorus and nitrogen).
CREDIT: Steffen et al, Science 2015. Design: Globaïa.





Geologist Jan Zalasiewics

Humans have influenced Earth's history for thousands of years, though some scientists count changes of the last two centuries
as especially notable.
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